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TuMS-tf.- OO per yer, itrlctly ln ndrencoi or f2.S0 tf
not said wlthln threa montn.

Tiik State Toachers' Association has
beon higbly gratlfied with tho suecess

which has attendod tho polloy of glving
that body a fizod hnbitation. By this
sensible arrangement tho oociety has

tho oharaotorlstics of a tramp for
those of a well-tod- citizen. Tho asso-oiatio- n

has voted to hold its noxt annual
moeting at Montpelier, tho third whlch
will havo boen successively and wo havo
no doubt successf ully held at tho capital of
of tho stato, tho proper point for the
raeeting of a state organization. The
timo at which the raeeting shall be called
is left in tho discrotion of the executive
committee. Ou all acconnts it would seem

that the tltne should bo during the sossion

of the legislature, and during tho second
week of tho session. That will bo a period
beforo tho legislative maohinery Iias bo-co-

prooconpied with its work, and before

the accommodations of the town havo been

fnlly monopolized by tho accessories of a
legislativo assembly. Edncational tnatters
concerning which it should be thought
desirable to ask for legislation could thus
bo brought directly to tho attention of the
general assembly by tho body which repre-sent- s

tho edncational interests andthrongh
the men who are familiar by constant
and personal contaot with the educational
condition of the state. Frominent state
officials aud tnembers of the legislature
interested in tho public and the higher
schools and institutions of loarning would

lend their presonce and their assistance to
make the meetings interesting and bene-cia- l.

Tho time would favor a very large
attendance. In ways which need not
be enumerated but which will suggest
themselves to any one deroting a 's

reflection to tho matter, the
could be seized to bring about

not only one of the most useful and
gatherings for the teachers but

one also which can bo made to hare a
great and infiuence for good
upon tho common schools of the state.
Medical and other societies meet at Mont
pelier during the legislativo session and it
would seem that the educational society,
without citing precedents, should havo
amplo and decisire reasons for meeting at
that time. In this connection it is further
snggested that the meeting be called one
day earlier in tho week so that a final ad- -

journment may be reached Friday even-in- g

instead of Saturday noon. The clos- -

ing exercises will not by this arrangement
bo held before an audience decimated and
demoralized by departures Saturday morn-in- g

in order to get home before Sunday.

Tho Associated Teachers.

The friends and supporters of the State
Teachers' Association looked forward to
tho meeting held here last week with
some anxiety. The association had be-co-

decrepit in the years of its early
manhood. Fresh vigor seemed to have
been nursed into the organization at the
eztra session in December. Was the life
then displayed merely galvanic energy, or
would it provo to be a resuscitation by
natural agencies t At that time 'there
were not wanting signs that the almost
phenomenal exhibition of vitality was
really attributable to aninfusion of new
blood and would be enduring. The prom- -

ise upheld by that midwinter session has
been redeemed. The state educational
society has shaken off its unnatural
drowsiness. In has become a living and
animated body, and is bestirring itself in
the interest of tho languishing cause it
was organized to foster. It haa found
new leaders and new weapons for the ef--

feotive warfare it waced under the ban- -

ners of men like J. S. Adams and James
E. Colby, the chevaller Bayard and the
Mentor of the youth of Vermont less than
a generation ago. The association has dem
onstrated its right to an existence. The
recent meeting was conspicnous especially
for the number and the representative
character of the attendance. All ranks,
from the girlish echool mislress of the re
mote hillside district, to the college pro-fess-

and the college president were
represented. School officials, committees,
town and city snperintendents and the
general public remembered the oocasion
and were either interested spectators or
active participants in the exercises. Not
the least gratifying and profitablo feature
of the meeting was tho part taken and the
valuable sorvices rendered by the distin
guished educational workers from other
states. For their dislnterested servlcea
they have the grateful and appreciative
recognition, not of an educational associa
tion only, but of a community, of the en
tire state.

The meeting of the association was suc
cessful. This is not saying that it was as
successful as it might havo been, or was
reasonably expected to be. In some ira
portant particulars it was disappointing.
The reason appears to lie in the faot that
too much was attempted. It was the old
complaint. Formerty the programme of
the association had been loaded down with
Bubjects for essays and discussions. No
ono of the topics, not even thoso of praoti
cal value, received, or could roceive, the
attention in matter or manner whioh its
importance demanded. The programme
for tho December meeting presonted less

than half tho usual number of subjects,
The immeuse iraprovernon t in the interest
and in the benefits derived from a pro--

longed and sifting dissoussion was in'
stnntly apparent. This was tho subject
of frequent and commendatory remark,
and the oplnion was frequontly expressed,
as the result of tho experienco on that oo

casion, that the programme could profita--
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bly bo still further ont down. In tho face
of tho obvious advantagos acoralng from
tho conrso of aotion followed for tho wln- -

ter meeting, for tho late gathoring tho
machinery was reversed. From

Wednesday evenlng to Saturday noon
twenty-thre- e formal addresses, on qulte as

many different topics, wero arrangod.
Morning, afternoon and ovenlng tho tide
of preachlng from educational toxts flowed

on, without a rellevlng hyran or experlence
meotlng. Two sermons for ono day In

soven is considored a genorous allowanco
of theologlo pabulum. An audience of

school marms and masters that could di- -

gest twenty-thre- e formal discourses on

mlscollaneous subjects, with moro or less

general exhortatlon, in about two and
ono-ha-lf days, must havo been crodlted
with an intollectual organism as enorgetio
as tho storaach of an ostrich. So many
Bubjects, even if it wore desirable to con-sid-

all of them at any time, could not be

profitably discussed in so short a time.
Thero was a wasto of time and atrength
that, with great advantago, might have
boen devotod to eluoidating to young and
expectant teaohers the fhethoda by which

successful instruction can best bo con-veye-

The reading olasses introduced
at tho December session gave a hint of tho
posslbllities whicb exist in this feature of

an order of proceedings. Frofessor Thomp-son'- s

musio lesson, described in the repcrt
of last woek's proceedings, reenforces the
hint and it is hoped that the exoculive

committee will heed it in making up the
programme for next year. There is no
apparent roason why a skilled instructor
in arithmetic, in gratnmar, in geography,
or in any of the other branches taught in
the schools not forgettlng the good

accomplishments, reading, writ-in- g

and spelling may not with equal
success and in like manner unfold tried
and effective methods of instruction to

the hundreds of untrained teachers who

attond these meetings animated by a sin-cer- e

desire to learn something, to catch
some suggestion, that sball help them in
the needy district schools to which they
minister. Generalizations, glittering or
otherwise, do not fill the bill. Something
specific is needed, and the older, the well
trainod teachers, by example as well aB

precept, should enlighten the raw recrults.
In a profession in which the great body
of the practitioners are women, and are to
be womon, it was noticeablo that no ono
of the many intelligont and capable
women teachers in tho state had parts in
the exercises. They certainly should not
declino assignments, nor should they be
able to plead by way of explanatlon of
their on thebills that they
have had no assignments to decline. It
was sometimes apparent during the read-

ing of a paper or the delivery of an
that the principal of a sohool may

be a good Instructor but an unsuccessful
essayist. Some of these efforts were

by their " learned length " and
lack of point, while an occasional bright,
extemporaneous speeoh was short and
sweet with the very essence of specific,
intelligible and helpfnl discourso.

Notwithstanding obvious errors of
omission and commission, the work the or
ganization has done merits high com
mendation. Its officers, and particularly
its executive committee, which has borne
the brnnt of the labors incident to organ
izing and holding the late meetings, do
serve more than a hackneyed word of aa
knowledgment. It is in no conventional
spirit that the honor due is rendered for
the labors, the energy and
enthusiasm its members have displayed
in the discharge of their difficnlt duties.
In ways which cannot be catalogued good
will come out of this gathering. The
meeting together of so large a number of
men and women engaged in a common-eaus- e

is a sonrce of inspiration. It
an esprit de corps which imparts

character and consequence to its mem

bers. Enconragement and incitement
aro caught from contact with kindred
spirits. In comparing notes, in social

discussions, in the friction of rival theo-rie- s

and methoda, progress is made. Such
an assembly is a kind of teachers' ex- -

change, to which each brings his own ex
perienco and professional wealth, and
takes away that of his fellow members.
The publio as well as the teacher guild
should unite heartily in encouraging this
organization, and the organization should
earnestly devote itself to a course of man- -

agement which by its attractiveness and
its usefulness shall enlist the enthuslastio
support of the twenty-fiv- e hundred teach'
ers in tho state, instead of the mdifferent
allegiance of a tithe of that number.

New Yokk Triiiune: "The letters
addressed to us in reference to our ex
posure of the abuses of divorce are piling
up proofs of what we said long ago, that
the root of the evil and the most formid- -

able obstacle to reform is the widespread
demoralization of publio opinion. Tho
most eigniOcant indication of the loss of
any popular standard of right and wrong
in the matter is the behavior of the clergy.
Nearly all tho ohurches have declared
themselves, more or less strongly, in sup-

port of the sanctity of marriage ; and yet
there is never a divorce case bo Bcandal- -

ous that the guilty party cannot find a
clergyroan to remarry him or uer as soon
as the trial is over. Some of the worst of
these remarriages have been performed
lately by clergymen of 4be two ohurches

the Homan Catholio and the Protestant
Episcopal whoso laws with respect to
divorce aro the most strlct. The exouie
offered by tho offeuding mlnisters in these
instances is Ignorance of the fact which
is only another way of saying that they
took no pains to inquire. l'erhaps tho
New Eoglaud assooiatlon whioh is mak-
ing such a good flght against the raon-stro-

evil may as well begin by attaoking
the laxity of the clergy. You oan hardly
expect society to treat a union as biga-mou- s

when it has been blessed by tho
church."

Notcs and Commonts.

Tiik Comto de Faris is said to be fond
of Amorlcans and proud of his conneo-tio- n

with this --country. His servico as a
staff ofllcor with General McClellan has
ever slnce made him partlal to tho society
of Araerican generals, and nearly all of
thoso who havo vlsited Franco havo

his hospitality at Eu, on tho English
Channol, where he has a beautiful ohatoau.

Tkn states hold olcotlons next Tuos-da- y

Connecticut, Maryland, Massaohu- -

setts, Minnesota, MisBissippi, Nebraska,
New Jorsey, New York, Fennsylvanla and
Virglnia. With tho exceptlon of Ne-

braska, New York and l'ennsylvania these
statea eleot governors, state officers and
legislators, and in tho three states named

minor state oflicers and legislators aro to

be chosen.

Brooklyn Union: "To olect a man
United States sonator for a term of six
years, after ho has reached the age of
seventy-fivo- , would bo a novel thlng, yet
that is what Vermont seems likely to do

ln the case of Justin 8. Morrill. Mr. Mor-rill'- a

third term in the senate will end on
tho 4th of March, 1885: and on the 11th
of April following ho will complete his
seventy-fi- f th year. But ho is still a vigor-ou- s

man, with a capacity for further serv-

ico. Vermont does not raiso a large crop
of great men, but Edmunds and Morrill
havo made one of the strongest senatorial
teams entered by any of the states."

New Yokk Sun : " Tho Detroit Even-in- g

Journal, a cleverish paper of the
moderu kind, contends that 'the two-colu-

edjtorial is out of date;' 'the
bright, snappy, fresh paragraph has
usurped the place of the solemn labored
leader.' This opinion is not without
reason, but it is mistaken nevertheless.
The essontial difference between the high
journalism of the present day and that of
the past consists in adapting the discus-sio- n

of tho editorial page to the necessi-tie- s

of the case. It may be necessary to
write long articlos, and then they must
be written. The bright, snappy para-

graph has its use, but it will cot do to
set it np as the only mode of journalistic
debate. Common senso must govern in
all things, and tho means must always be
adapted to the ends. Let our eeteemed
contemporaries of the modern
schools take these truths to heart. Long
articles and elaborate leaders are often
indispensable."

Boston Adveutiseu : " Senator Mor
rill of Vermont advises his friends that
the prospect for his next year
is good. Although he will be seventy-fiv- o

years old when his term expires, if his
health continues firm, he is likely to re

a fourth term. Mr. Morrill is a rec- -

ognized authority in the senate on tnatters
of finance and tariff. The tariff under
which the commorcial interests of the
country have moro than doubled in twenty
years was framed by him in 1802, and all
the chanees since then have been made
nnder his guidance. Mr. Morrill's promi
nence is largely dne to an incident, which
was intended for a different effect. When
ho entered congress before the war, the
republicans included E. B. Washburne,
Schuyler Colfax, Anson Burlingame,
Henry L. Dawes, E. B. Morgan, John
Sherman, and C. C. Washburne on their
side. Mr. Morrill was then in middle
life, whose education had been acquired
in a store, whence he had graduated with
a small fortune to come to congress. The
democratic speaker looked over the repub-lica- n

side to find the weakest man to put
on the ways and means committee. Ho
chose Mr. Morrill. No sooner was it done
than the young member went to work on
economic questions. He atudied them bo

diligently that he became an authority,
was made chairman of the committee
when his own party obtained the majority,
and has ever since devoted himself almost
entirely to those features of legislation
While not so broad a man as Mr. Ed
munds, he has done remarkably faithful
service. A at his advanced
age would be unnsual, but his sturdy
health make3 it less dubious than that of
many a younger man."

Yormont Stato Teachers' Association.
The thlrty-fourt- annual meotlng of the

Vermont Stato Teachers' Association was
opened at the Pavllion parlors

WEDNESDAY RYRNING

at elght o'clock, President Leavenworth not
being present, the meeting was called to order
bv Principal Ilardy of the executive committee.
Principal W. II. Sanderson of Woodstock was
elected secretary pro tem, and Principal L. V,
Ilaskell of Windsor treasurer nro tem. l'ro
fesaor J, K. Lord of Dartmouth college began
the meeting by reading a paper eatltled, " Wtiat
Preparation do the Colleges Expect from the
High Schools and Academles?" Professor Lord
said: The objects of Latln study, brlefly

Latln iiterature, includlng that of antlqultles
ana sociai iue; (c; an acauainiance wuu t
type of mlnd unlike any that exhts y

The last, though often ovorlooked, ls of great
lrapottanco. rernonallty is one ol the strong-
est forcon ln the derelopment of character. and
tho personaltty of the Homans impressed upon
their language makes itself felt by those who
study it, and dlfferlng so greatly from that of
modern languuges exerta a speclally strong
and stlmulattng inlluence upon those who
etudv the lanzuazo. The sneaker maln
talned that present methods of instruotlon do
not eecure the aavantages proposea. uisci-plln- o

Is gatned, but not to the extent that ls
nosslble or desirable. Knowledge of Latln Iit
erature, as such, Is not galned. Its history, ltd
authors and their works are known by the
gtudy of Kngllsh hlstorles and crltlclmns. Until
tho studont can read Latln authors ln the
orlglcal, for pleasure or proQt, as he does
modern tanguages, ne cannoi kuow mo meta-tur-

as a collectlon of Uteraru comnotillons,
To remedy this defect, Latln should be taught
as a llvlng language. Like tho chlld ln roas-terin- g

his own tongue, the Latln pnptl must
learn the vocabulary wtitio nutatnmg the maa
torv of the naradlgms of declenslon and conju-

gatlon, The lack of a vocabulary Is the
greatest dllllculty with whioh students to-d-

have to contend: they are lamlllar with
and they can repeat rules of cyntax,

but when they opon a Latln book tho page
does not llght up with suggestlons, becauso
tho words are unfamlllar. The pretiaratlon of
u losson conxlsts in tbumblng the leavei of a
lexlcon to find tho meanlng of worc'.H that
ought to be perfectly known. WoiUs are
theslgns of ldeas, the nymbols of thought, and
it, from the outset, attention ls directed to
thoso In their relatlons, it will be tho thought
and not the form that will attract chlolatten-ion-.

If a thousand words, at the most Uberal

allowanco, were thoroughly nt one's command,
ne woum nave controi oi tuo language. a vo-
cabulary Is to be given, flrst, by raemorlzlog.
Llntn of words should bo commltted tomemory,
and with them should bo learned the ordlnary
prlnclpleg of like amator from
amare, so that the memory may have both an
nld and n guldo In gatnlng many words. Dnt
to m&Ko tne acqnisitton ol n vocabulary

it must bo used. Thecar and tongue, if
as well as tho eye, must be employed, The
tcholar must be made topronounce the Latln,
not perfunctorlly, but after tho passage has
Ueen matered so that the thought may entcr
hlfl mlnd ln its orlglnal dress. It must be
vltallzed by speaklnfr. From the tlmo he Is
able to put two words together he should be
maae to construct sentonces, and simple

should be carrled on upon subjects
that may interest as well aB upon tho lesson.
Greater slowness In the earlier part of tho
course will more than be made up as the stu-de- nt

advances. This lcarnlng and uslng of a
vocabulary has a high dlsclplinnry valno, for
the balanclng of ldeas and dlscrlmlnatlngln the
use of terms is ono of the most profltablo parts of
llngulstlo study. The examinatlon of forras Is
servlceablo only ns It lcads to this. This same
practlce should be supplementod by "reading
at slght," a term often mlsunderstood, for lt
does not Imply a freedom from study, but
rather a dlllgont nppllcatlon of what has been
learned without dependence upon a lexlcon.
It Is tho nppllcatlon to Latln of the metbod by
whlch we read Kngllsh following n sentence
from bcglnnlng to end ln the loglcal order In
whlch the wrlter arrangod it. No one would
thlnkot tearlng an Kngllsh sentence to pleces
to galn its meanlng no more should ho a Latln
sentenco, but, taking them as they stand, fol- -
iow inem tnrougn as ucero or iioraco or lacl-tu- s

wrote them, Till the scholar can do that
he can never read Latln, and not tlll he reads
can he appreclato or enjoy Its Iiterature, as
dlstlngulshed from its Kngllsh translatlons,
In a different directlon a beneficlal practlce In
the latter part of the preparatory course ls the
wrlting out of translatlons, Tho claeslc anthor
supplles a subject that Is worthy of oonsldera-tlo- n,

and the difference in the genlus and
structure of the twb languages ls so great that
the preparation of a caref ul translatlon Is one of
the best oxerclses in tho formatlon of an Kn-
gllsh style. The pursult of a roethod like this
wllllnot lossen, but rather cettalnly increase the
dtsclpllne galned from the study of Latln, will
open up its Iiterature to the acqualntanco of
tne stuuent, wui lntroauco liim to new and
wider fields of Interest and study, and give to
Latln a greater dlgnlty and usefulness.

ln deiense ol tne stuuy ot ureoK, rroicssor
r. of Ilurllneton reierred to the

ngttatton of tho nuestlon of the studr nf the
ciassics. ine times aemanaea to Know vnat
ls Greok good for." The stud v of Greek devel
ops those mental nualltes which are essentlal
to practlca". success. The ciassics and mathe- -
matics are the basls of all education. What

reparatlon In Greek do the colleges expect?
ho colleees havo in vlew education. Educa

tion ls not a flxed quanttty to be galned like a
dlploma. It Is tralning, fittlng for life in all
its manlfold phases. Llfo's problems demand
two requlsltes, capacity and method, Intol
lectual capacity and the sldll to nse lt In the
right way. Its two classes aro development of
Dowers and directlon of powers. Disclnllne
and method, not the acqulsltion of knowledge
lnthe sense of lnformation, ls the object of col
lege education. Jjoveiopmont oi power aomits
of wido concentlon. for tho taate. the feellnes.
the allectlons, need development as well ns the
lntellect. For all this work thero is no ntter
instrnment than the Greek. It ls also an

director of powers. Tho reprodnctlon
of a forolgn classlo into one's own language ls
harnesslnk onoselt into tho traces behlnd a
strong lntellect. Greek Is capable of devolop
Ing the hlghost powers of the lntellect as well
as the tastes, feellnps, and affections and of dl--
rectlng them to noblest uses. Tho fallure ot
the college to get from Greek In a two years
course all that it ls capable ot rendering, the
reason whv lt ls regarded bv stndents as a dis
agreeable intellectual gymnastlc exerclse, Is
largely owlng to the defectlve preparation
wuicu tne scnoois ana acaaemies civo ine
colleges. then. expect of these schools such preic
aratlon as will enable them to reach the hlgh- -
est resnltt posslble ln their Ureek courses.
Sieciflcallv. a thorongh masterv of the forms.
famillarity with Its fundamental syntax and a
moderate vocabulary. A deflnlte plan by the
fittlng school, not the accompliahment of
enouuh to nass the entrance examinatlon. will
lay the foundations for a proper superstructuro
of Greek study. Thorongh mastery of forms
is the flrst requlslte. Know the grammar.
The speaker had usually combined the sclen-tiD- c

and natural methods. beclnnlng with form- -
learning and translatlon slmultaneousiy. I'os- -
session is use. Success in the methods em
ployed In teachlng modern languages had been
socured bv forcine the punils to use the lan
guage. Sensuous impresslons in the Crst stage
of education must be suuplemented by much
aftor labor to secure useful possesslon. Memo- -
riter recitauons aamit ot mucn general cor
rectness with much indlvidual Inaccuracy. The
best correctlve of such indellteness ls wrlting,
subject to Inspectlon. ln acqutilng avocabU'
larv iue prouiem 10 oe soivea is uow io con'
serve the waste ot energy and time In thumb- -
lng the lexlcon. (Joncentratlon and consecu-tlrenes- s.

the nrinclDle employed ln the schools
of modern languages, might not be practicable
ln teachlng ureeK. Memonzing nsts oi voca
bles. freauent and rapld revlows are exceed
ingly serriceable. Hevlews fasten forms and
words. employ the natural operatlon of mem
ory, repotitlon, and dlsclose the hldden avenues
Into the spirit and structure of the language
and tho mlnd of the wilter. Slght reading,
useful in its place, in the opinion of the speaker
tends to superfiriallty in so difllqult a language.
He highly commended Greek composltlon, the
use of many and slmple sentences to vary dally
upon tne blackboard. ine metnou ot ureeic
study ls open to critictsm, but the fault Is not
with the Greek but with the Greek Instructor.

Professor L. A. Austln, Middlebury, aiked
the fittlng schools to Include in their Kngllsh
department thecompletlon ot algebra and

and toadd to their course thorough
drlll In phyelcal geography, elements of anat-om-y

and physlology, physlcs and Kngllsh his
tory, besldes paying more attention to reading
and practical grammar.

TIlUHSDAY'a SESSION.
After oraver bv Professor L. A. Austln of

Middlebury and the reading of the secretary's
report, Hev. Sheldon Jackson addressed the
meeting on Mucatlonai interests ln Alaska.
He said a belt thero from flfty to seventy mlles
wtde and hundredB of miles long, enough to
make n large states, had a temner- -
ate cllmate, an average winter cllmate like
that of Kentucky and a summer cllmate like
that of Minnesota. The people were compara-tlvel- y

rich by trade, lived in houseg and wore
the clothtng ot clvillzed people, though they
were savages. tvuiie uuder tne controi ol
HuBsIa thev were provlded with covornment
and schools, but since comlng Into the posses-
slon of the United States both theso elements
of clvtllzatton had been wltbdrawn, and he
asked the teachers to pass resolutlons urglng
congress to appropriate $25,000 for support ot
schools. The president appolnted ns commit-
tee, to draft a sultable resolutlnn, Principal
utnguam oi urattieuoro, rrincipai jueaa ot
Middlebury. Principal Goldthwaltof St. Albang,

" What Constltutes a Practical Education"
was the subject of a gonsible and suggestlve
address bv Professor J. E. Goodrlch of Bur
lington. Ile diBtinguished between a " prac
tical " education and " industrlal " education.
InduBtrlal schools migbtbe posslble in cities.
but the vlllage or rural district school could
not be converted Into a comblnatlon ot several
ghons designed to train children for their pros- -
pecttve occupatlons. The meanlng ot tho term
practical education depends upon how long
the tralning process ls to last, what Is to bo the
boy's Ufe-wo- and whether it Is deslred to
produce a dextnrous macnino or aiong witn
dexterity an intelligont soul and valuable citi-
zen. Let education havo regard to utlllty, and
esneclallv let earlv tralning begin by Incessant
practlce. Leave reasons and theorles till the
chlld Is ready for them. Teach him how to
do: to rlde, row, swlm, turn a handsome fur-ro-

to recognize animals. trees, plants. which
come under his ove. The chlld of elclit and
ten can study things with more prollt than
vulgar fractlons, and at twelve or fourteen can
do better than put all his energles into gram-
mar rules and parelng. What Is most wauted
in tho early stages is that the power and hault
of observatlorr be cnltlvated. Abllity to per-cel-

with the mlnd as well as the eye will
stand him ln good stead when reason asseitj
its supreraacy, when great moral questions en
gross attention, There ls no substitute for the
mental gymnastlcs furnlshed bv llngulstlo and
mathemattcal studtes. These are not to be
dlsparaged. Physlcalsclenco nor mathomatlcs
together can make good tho loss ot language
tralning, The schemeof practical education
should include somo trade, for obvious pruden-tla- l

and oconomlu reasons. Clasalcal educa-
tion need not be Imuractlcable. Latln and
Greok as well aa Kngllsh and German are to
bo learned ln order to tne, to tinlock the Iitera-
ture behlnd the languago and to study the
people as revealed ln the Iiterature. The al

and discipllnary advantago ot classical
study may by thomselves jusllfy tho attention

glvon to Latln and Groek, bnt they should be
rather regarded as Instruments for reachlng
treasures else Inaccetslble. This glves a al

motlve for tholr pursult. Kven from the
study ot chess one may derlve a dlsclpllno
whlch another falls to denve from a four years
college tralning. Not ovory boy would bo
proflted by a olasslcal conrso but ono deslgnlng
to enteroneof tho profosslons makes a mlstako

he does not obtaln the best attalnable prepa-
ration. The speaker justly crltlclsed the

of young men to jurap the four or seven
years of frultful dleclpline, to enter a profes
sion by a siiort cut, to go siraignt irom ine dis-
trict school or the mlddlo ot an ncademlo
courHo to the leoturo room of what should bo a

courso. The practical Includes
something moro than tho directly usefnl. It
must concern tho wholo range of a man's pow-
ers, tho wholo field ot his dutlo. It must em- -

brace that preparation anu tnose qnauties
whlch make the worthy cltlzen, the

man; must tako account also of the
fact that this lllo ls but tuo vestlbuie to a iue
beyond.

Tiirs" Holatlon of Classical toSclentllic Stod- -

les" was the subject of an Interesting
between Principal K. II. Bnrlow of

West Lebanon, N. H., and Professor S. II.
Brackett of St. Johnsburv. Tho following ls
the substance of Mr. Darlow'n paper; The
feeling of dlssatlsfactlon with school and col-
lege studies was wldelv extcnded. Teachers
and patrons know something was wrong but
lounrt it hard to say wnat, so tuat many mia-too- k

bad methods for good onds. Ilenco lt was
easy for ono to find fault with the cx- -
cesslve study ot ciassics, and to advocate In
stead a Btnoy ot naturai sciences. uiassicai
studies are no less practical than eclentlfic stud-
ies. Yet tho object .of all sch'ol and college
tralning, below technlcal schools, is not, and
should not bo, anythlng but general. Mental
development only, the power to get, and not
the getting of skill for speclal work is all that
public schools may legltlmately do. The
charge that schools are not practical ls best

by saying they ought not to be prac-
tical. They fall If they become practical. Tho
best courso for a eclentlfic student to pursue, ls
a classical one as a preparation for his eclen-
tlfic study. The sclentlfio work properly

tho classical, but cannot bea substi-
tute for It. This doea not mean that the hand
and the eye should not be tralned. Industrlal
scnoois, however, snoma De regaroeu as

and technlcal. No public school
should teach a profession or trade. For mental
development experlence has furnlshed notblng
equal to language study. How much should
be sttidled depends on time spent, and natnral
abllity of pupll and probablo Ilfo work. Most
of our prominent colleges have trled from time
to timo, to make a course oi genorai cuuure Dy
furnlshlng scientlfic instruction, nnd replacing
Latln and Greek with French and German, and
Ithas never succeeded. The best scientlfic
students have been the classical. That better
methods of teachlng the ciassics should prevall
ls obvious. The speaker afflrmed that an ex-

perlence ln collcgo of flfteen years, had enabled
him to observe llterally hundreds of cases of
trainlng under both systeras, with bnt one re-

sult, and that ln favor of the ciassics.
Professor S. II. Brackett, speaklng in favor

of scientlfic studies, said that educators cannot
serlously propose to setaslde either the ciassics
or the mathematlca or the sciences, as a part
of a Uberal education. uassicai study has
an honored pedlgree ; scientlfic methods of
thought and inquiry areof recent date. What
ls the scientlfic spirit ? Inductlve reasonlng ls
Its maln prlnciple. It seeks to lnvestigato with
freedom from prejudlce, with full comprehen-slo- n

of prlnciple, to reason with loglcal and
mathematlcal accnracv till laws are discovered
and proved. The dlscoverer is of more Im
portanco tnan tne mventor. it is a suame to
truo sclence and a sad comment on public dis--
cernment to call a smatterlng knowledge of a
few facts the learntng ol a sclence. bo has
classical work been superficlal. Why has the
argument of C. F. Adams made such a stlr ?
The work of the best schools was in Adams
time imperfect. Tho better teachlng of y

ls the result of the scientlfic and Improved
methods. The great questlon ln classical and
scientlfic tralning ls as to whlch glves the
greater strengtn oi mental grasp. uiassics at
best can give but part of the necessary mental
dlscipllne, tuougn an important part, lt is reao-ll- y

acknowledgcd. They cultlvate flrst tho
perceptlon ano memory. They also traln to
choice of language and rhetorical finish. There
ls also a good dlscipllne ol the reasonlng power,
but wben this is analvzed it is found to be ot
tho naturo of euccessive, numerons, dlrect ln- -

ferences. not of contlnnous and sustalned rea
sonlng. It Is more of intuition than abstrac- -
tlon. Un the otner nand, scientlnc worR ls oi
long continued logical and abstract reasonlng,
and so is of a higher type ot dlscipllne. An
lntricate demonstratlon ln geometry or algebra
is a higher and more dllncnit process oi mind
than a determlnatlon of a point of syntax.
Why are go many classical students perfectly
swarapd by ordlnary geometry, and can only
mctnorfze lt ? They may have good command
of language, but cannot carry on nn abstract
reasonlng. lt H is saia, as it is Bometimes,
that we find noor classical scholars who may
succeed in scientlfic study, we are brought
here again to the popular mlsconception of scl-

ence. To learn a few facts ls not to know a
science. The poor classical scholar may learn
facts of science because heis interested inthem,
but ho may never become n true scholar. Tho
questlon of the relation ot scientlfic to classical
study ls not the same to-d- as even fifty years
ago. It Is far more Important than ever. To
become a proficient ln sclence, to be fit to
grapple with Its great questions, requlres a
long and severe dlscipllne, under most judl--

clous gupervlslon. bcience proposes questions
not of speculation merely, but questions
toward which a solid though steep and rugged
path ot loglcal and positlve grouud invltes all
who are able to pursue. What can we toachers
do ln this hlghest and best culture ? Those of
us ln humble place, but little; but we do not

the day of small things. Elementary In-

struction must be largely occupied wlthdelails,
but all that awakens the young may uo good.
It is a great mlstake toput scientlfic and classi-
cal work ln such relation to each other as wo
do in our academiea and colleges. All.we do
in academles and much ln college ls but of the
simplest, elementary kind. On graduatlng
from college a faithful student is ready to do
good work ln Iiterature, but ln sclence the av
erage college grsunate is uui a ryro ana ine
world In general has had no fair comparlson
between the two. When students do three and
four years' solld work in science and four
years more ln college lt will be time to make a
fair comparlson.

An address on the " Uses and Abuses oi the
Rank System," by Dr. C. C. Rounds of Plym-
outh, N. II., opened the afternoon exercises.
Dr. Hounds advised teachers to keep a record
of the work dono by each pupll, as a matter of
protection to the Instructor, as ajneans ot

lnformation as to the standlng of each
pnpll and as a means of ehowlng to scholars
who might, for any reason, be In need ot such a
stlmulus or correction, the record whlch their
industry and falthfulness, or their indolence or
tndllterence, was maxing lor tuern, io avoia
the injustice whlch the most carefully kept
record mleht do to nunlls of nouly an equal
standlng, and to avoid the Injurlous nervoug
straln whlch thepubllcation oi tnts recoru niay
produce In certaln cases Dr. Hounds advised
that the pupll's standlng be disclosed only
to tho Indlvidual pupll or to the parents. If
the relatlve standlng of scholars is known, lt
should come about only by their disclosing
their gtanding to each other.

Principal C. II. Goldthwalt ot St Albans
read a paper upon " General Eiercljos " in
schools. ln no department of education has
greater progress been made than ln this mat-
ter of general exorclses, A time bonored
mothod Is to set apart a certain portlon of time
for this speclal purpoe. Tho whole Bffalr Is

often latue and inefllcient. If we epitomlze
the sclence ot education we might not tind a
better fnrmula thnn this: Attention. Interest,
growth. Any method jlefectlve In any of these
jhjiuih must ue inuuy. ju Kni'"perfect order is demanded. " How can I best
secure attention of my puplls?" A'tontion it
sought for Its own sake is but an t m ty form.
Never let lt appear tnai you are iryiuK i

wlmfuF nitnt.tU'ii There ls noth- -
Ing like a sense of partlclpatlon In each pnpll's
mlnd; encourage, tnererore, ine ihj ","'

research. The prlme cause of the luHll-clenc- y

of general exercises Is that they are too
far removed from the freshness and life of t'e
school room. In the form of a paradox, make
every general exerclse a recitatlou aud every
recltatlon a general exerclse. Dou't make lt a
pyrotochnlo sort of work. The maln object of
the recitatlon is to exerclse tho thlnklng pow-

ers. Great cautlon was advised In taklug time
from recltatlon for general exercises-- . There
are many subjects not directly connected with
school routlne whlch Bhould form a part of the
education of youth, Iluotoricals, the correc-

tion ot themes, exercises ln language, where
supplementary reading has becomo a prlnciple
In advanced grades, a study of certaln authors,
the wrlter'g words set to musio, recitatlon from
liis works, etc, reports ot the newa ot tho day,
a dlary ot the school, etc. ln tho public schools
of Newton a great deal of attention ls pald to
object lessons ln morals and mannerg. A

noble manhood and womanhood, a consclence
more tender, a lovo of country moro Intelli-
gont. a broader comprehenslon, these are the
results to be thought out and wrought out.

Principal Ilardy of West Randolph gnpple-mente- d

the written address by some vlgoroui
extemporaneoua remarks, deflnlng "general
exercises," indlcatlngthelrpurposeand explaln-In- g

his method of conductlng such exercises.
He said ho gave from half to three.quarters of
an hour dally to this method of Instruction.
Somo of theso exercises conslsted of recitatlon
ot gemg oi poetry, memorized, pernaps, irom
ine leaves oi a Lnngieuow caienoar, snort ex-
ercises In drawlng, questions on somo toplc,
short coraposltlons, spelling, letter wrlting,
buslness forms, news of the day, etc, all with-
out prevlous preparation, On one occaslon he
had askod tho postmaster to come before tho
school, all tho department nsserabled together,
to explaln the United States postal system.
At another the tireslrient nf tlin nntlnnnl tinnlr
had elucidated the bankincr svstem and nn--
folded Some nf thn mvstf.rfpa nt ,m nnrrntiAV.
He placed a high estlmate upon the valuo of
such exercises It preceded by judlctous and
thoughtful preparation on the part of the
teacher. Prlnc nal Edsnn wnrmltr AiirnpAted
this feature of school instruction, saying he
would have goneral exorclses, If had toglvo np
a recltatlon.

The committee apnolnted ln tho mornlntr to
report on tho subject of education ln Alaska
presented the following, whlch was adopted:
The Vormont State Teachers' Assoclntion In
gesslon at Montpelier, October 21-2- 7, 1883. learn
with regret that sinco the transfer ot Alaska
from Russia to the United States sixteen years
have beon allowcd to pass without extendlng
io ine popuiauon eaucanonai aavantages. we
feel ashamed, as Amerlcan cltlzens, that any
sectlon of our land should be worse off educa-tlonal- ly

than when under the controi of
Russia, we having falled to continne the
schools that for many years wcro sustalned by
tho Kusslan govcrnment. We learn, therefore,
with great pleasure that on the 15th of Feb- -
ruary, 1882, tbe President transmitted to con- - t
n.M. n Mmmiinlnotlnn tmm 1. n San.flio.t. rtt W

tho Intorlor, recommendlng that an approprla- - n
iion oi 5du,wu oe maae lor tne esiaonsnmom
and maintonance of schools In Alaska; and
that the Hon, Secretary of the Interlor pro
poses to mane to tne comlng congress a recom-mendati-

for Industrlal schools In that coun-
try. Therefore we joln In tho earnest request
of the better portlon of the Amerlcan people
that an appropriatlon be made for tbe estab-llsbme-

of an Industrlal trainlng school simllar
to thoso at Carllsle and Hampton, at Sltka the
capital; also for the establtshment under the
directlon of the natlonalbureauot education of
schools at tbe chlef centres of population ln
Alaska. That copics ot tliis paper slgned by
the president and secretary ot this association
be transmitted to the Hon. Secretary of the
Interior and both houses of congress.

At the evenlng sossion, Professor K. II. Rus-Be- ll

of Worcester, Mass., dellvered toa large
audience his lecturo entitled " Kngllsh Lltera-tur- e

as an Klement ln Education. " The lccture
was valuable in matter, tho points the speaker
wlshed to elncldate being enforced by quota-tion- s

from some of the best wrltlngs of stand-
ard Kngllsh authors, ln prose and poetry. The
length of this lecture and the ltmlted space at
thedlsposal of a report of exercises whlch con-
tinued over three days of tlmo and embraced
the addresses of so many individuala reluct-antl- y

compel a brief and meager notice of this
valuable contributlon to the general dlscusslon
of the edncational questlon. On the Invltatlon
of Principal Ilardy, II. Porter Smith of Boston
favored the association with a select reading.

rntDAY's BESSION.

Prayer was offered by Rev. II. A. Speneer.
The questlon, " What Sunorvlslon by the State
would Be Most Efllclent? ' came up for dlscus-
slon. Principal B. F. Blngham ot Brattleboro
gave his vlews on this matter. By gome inad-verten-

Mr. Bingham'g remarks and others
on this gubject were not reported.

" How can the Ungraded Schools Best Be-

come Graded?" F. F. Whittler of Hanover
found the answcr to this questlon in the sys-
tem advocated by Professor Wait of Morgan-tow- n,

West Virglnia, in a work upon this sub-
ject. A unlform course of study ln the schools,
under the directlon of svstematic and effective
supervlf ion, the course occuping a fixed term
ot years to complete, regular graduatlng exer-
cises with diplomas, and the usual
wbich give eclat to such occaslons ln the
higher grades of schools and enlist the Interest
of parents nnd puplls, are the chlef features in
the plan proposed. Professor Rocheleau of
Randolph said it would amount to little to
grade the ungraded schools so long aB nelther
school oflicers nor teachers bad any perma-nenc- y

of offlce. State Snperlntendent Dartt waa
of the opinion that a rndical change in the state
school system by which the rnral scbool ts

may be benofited must precede any pt

to frame any system of gradlng the un-
graded schools. He liad devoted much thought
to the condition of these Bchools. The more be
oxamined the evils from which they guffer the
lesg he knew how to go to work to apply a
remedy. The town system had been BUggested.
That system would requlre Important cbangoa
before lt could commena itsen to nis jnag-men- t.

What those changes might be the
speaker dld not Indlcate, much to the regret ot
his hearers who had hoped that at length the
superlutendent'sideag had taken definite shape
and that he would be able to unfold them to
a waitlng public. Principal Haskell of Wind-
sor thought It was idle to "lleon our oars"
waitlng for a "change of system." Fault
was found with the system, but when the
fault finders were asked to propose a change
they hadn't anythlng to offer. Let us go to
work and make the most of the present system
bo long as it ia the system under which we
must work, for the present at least.

Principal A. W. KdBon of Randolph discussed
the questlon, " How can Puplls bo Best Taught
toThlnk." This subject is not a new one.
"The primary prlnciple of education," said
SirWllllam Ilamllton, "Isthe determination
of the pupil to the doing noth-ln- g

for him that he Is ablo to do for himself."
A teacher should be one who (1) Imparts
instruction and (2) affordg culture. The

d teacher looks at immediate re-

sults and guages progress by tbe text-boo- k.

Tbe teacher regards the children
before him as the germs of the cltlzens of our
republic. Puplls may be taught tothlnk: (1)
By the teacher doing some active thlnklng.
Actlvlty provokes actlvity and the thlnklng
teacher will stiniulate thought. (2) By a
proper assignment of lessons. (3) By

from the known to the unknown. The
teacher Bhould early find tbe basls on whlch
the chlld can Intelllgently proceed, and from
what he already knows, strlve to lead him to
see new truths. (4) By tralning the percep-tlv- e,

imaginatlve and reflectlve facultles in
their proper order. (5) By exciting the chlld's
curlosity, Children are wllllng and glad to
learn new facts. Do not repress their curlosity
by assistlng too much. (0) By asklng stlmu-latln- g

questions and requlring them to do the
same, Let the questions bo pertlnent, and
each pupil obliged to do his slare ln asklng
and answerlng questions. (7) By teachlng
concentratlon attention. Teach puplls to

the utmost posslble work ln the
shortest posslble time, Teach puplls to work
hard when they pretend to work at all. (8) By
teachlng tne pupus to express wiemsoiven ijiup-erl- y.

" I know but I can't tell," ls nonsense.
Language and thought go hand ln hand.
Teach languago and thus develop thought.
(t)J By general exercises. Much valuable

may ln this way be brought to tho
pupll'8 notice. (10) By making tbe work in
the varlous branches practical real. In read-
ing feel the sontlment, express the thought.
In arithmetic keep to tho practical. ln gram-
mar, begin with langu.ige lessona. In geog-

raphy, begin with the scbool-house- , school
yard, etc. In all school work, mako careful
preparation so as best to teach the puplls to
thluk, iMnJfc. TniNK,

On this Bubject President Buckham said that
from his positlon he revlewed the work of tho
teachers of tho common schools.tlie high schools
and tho academles. lt would surptlse the
teachers to learn that their Instruction was nt

especially In the cultlvatlon ot the mem-
ory. He dlrectrd their attention to the import-
anco of a good and well drilled memory.
Power to thlnk depends upon tbe roaterlal for
thought. and materlal for thought depends upon
a retentivennd active memory. Men who have
become ilistlnguished in the professlons were
men who had good memorles. The Iraagl-natlo- n

ls neglected ln lustructlon. The devel-
opment ot tho Imaginatlve facuHIes strongly
iulluences the power to thlnk. The tendency
of Amerlcan Instruction has been almost en-
tirely toward analyttcal methods In study to
take things to pleces aud put them together
ngaln. The speaker dwelt upon the deslrabll-It- y

of ndopting also coiiBtrucllve methods in
teachlng puplla how to thlnk, the necesslty for
einploylug ratlonal for mechanlcal methods.

Rev Mr. l'lerce of Randolph tpoke lnstruct-ivel-y

upon " The Personal Relationn of Teacher
to Pupll." Acqualntance with puplli outslde ot
the school room, tho establishment of pleasant
relatlons with them on tho etreet, will conduce
to inlluence over them In the school room.
Tbe confidence ot the puplla should be won
and a gunulne lntereet ln their affairs cultl- -


